What is Escrow?
Buying or selling a home is the largest monetary transaction most of us
experience in our personal lives. Buying or selling a home or land usually
involves the transfer of a large sum of money. As a buyer or a seller, you want
to make sure that all the conditions of sale have been met before property and
money exchange hands. Through the years, custom has dictated that money and
all related documents be transferred through a neutral third party. This process
is called escrow.
In Northern California, escrows are processed by escrow officers. Most of these
are employed by title companies. Escrow officers are people who have years of
hands-on experience in handling all the type of documents and large sums of
money involved in transferring real property.
The escrow officer serves as the neutral "stake holder" and the communication
link to all parties in the transaction. The escrow officer holds all documents and
money until all conditions of the sale are completed, at which time she will
impartially carry out the written instructions given by the principals in the
transaction.

Concurrent Co-Ownership Interests
The comparison below is provided for information only. It should not be used to
determine how you hold title. We strongly recommend that yo u seek professional
counsel from an attorney and/or CPA to determine the legal and tax
consequences of how title is vested.
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Note: Additional methods of holding title include sole ownership and a
married person as his or her sole and separate property.

